Informational Hearing

Senate Health Committee

“Caught in the Squeeze:  Insured Patients Facing Bills and Collection Actions from Health Care Providers”

Wednesday, March 30, 2005

Upon Adjournment of Health Committee Bill Hearing

State Capitol, John L. Burton Hearing Room (4203)

AGENDA

I. Welcome and Introductions

· Senator Deborah Ortiz
· Other Members present
II. Patient Billing Problems Involving Insured Patients
· Tim Stewart, patient, Health Net 

· Scott Albright, patient, Sutter/ Kaiser

· Anthony Wright, Director, Health Access
· Angela Gilliard, Legislative Advocate, Western Center on Law and Poverty

· Elizabeth Landsberg, Supervising Counselor and Attorney, Health Rights Hotline

· Nikolay Shumak, parent of patient (Victoria Shumak), Health Rights Hotline

III. Department of Insurance and Knox-Keene Act Requirements and Enforcement
Actions Pertaining to Provider Billing of Patients
· Sherrie Lowenstein, Senior. Supervising Counsel/ Legislative Coordinator,

Department of Managed Health Care

· Kevin Donohue, Senior Counsel, Department of Managed Health Care

· Anthony Cignarale, Chief of Consumer Services Division, Department of Insurance

IV. Perspectives of Health Care Providers and Health Plans
· Bill Wehrle, Interim CEO and Vice President of Legislative Affairs, 

California Association of Health Plans

· Astrid Meghrigian, Legal Counsel, California Medical Association

· Jim Randlett, Legislative Advocate, California Chapter, American College of 
Emergency Physicians
· Mary Griffin, Legislative Advocate, California Association of Physician Groups
V. Public Comment

