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*****ADVISORY*****
 
Lawmakers Unveil Legislative Package to Combat Rise in Autism Cases
Bill package based on findings from California Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism report
 
(SACRAMENTO) – Members of the Legislature and Gary Cole (father of a child diagnosed with Autism and star of the film Office Space and the television show the West Wing) will commemorate April Autism Awareness Month tomorrow by introducing a series of legislative measures written to deal with the rise in diagnoses of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in California. 
 
According to the Department of Development Services, the ASD caseloads increased at California regional centers 634 percent from 1987 to 2002, an annual net increase of 3,200 cases of ASD. It’s estimated that the regional centers only serve 20 percent of California ASD cases. 
 
The bills are directly related to the work of The California Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism that was established in 2005 by President Pro Tem Sen. Don Perata (SCR 51, 2005).  The Commission was charged with “providing real solutions and recommendations to improve the lives of individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and their families.”  Read the commission report here: http://senweb03.senate.ca.gov/autism/index.html 

 

WHO: 
Senate President pro Tem Don Perata (D-Oakland)
Senator Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento), chair, Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism
Speaker-elect Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles)
Senator Tom Torlakson (D-Antioch)
Gary Cole, father of a child diagnosed with Autism and star of the film Office Space and the television show The West Wing
Dr. Barbara Firestone, vice-chair, Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism
 

TIME:
11 a.m., Wednesday, April 2, 2008

 

LOCATION:
State Capitol – Sacramento, RM 2040

 
